
Welcome Letter 
 

 

 

 

Dear Circle of Congregations,  

 

Welcome to each of you as we look forward to this November consultation as well as 
the next two years together - learning with and from one another. You are innovators 
and people who have so much to offer. Yet, we want to give you a space of time to learn 
and grow as well. I pray that as we invite God into the middle of our conversations and 
activities, you will leave with even greater vision and skill in developing your own 
congregation as one where people of all abilities can live as one body, together in 
Christ. I pray God gives us multiple outlets for our shared learning beyond this circle. 

 

My pastor used an illustration a few weeks ago about attending a roller-skating party 
as a child. He reminded me of the massive number of people moving around the 
skating rink until they narrowed the event by announcing “couples only” or 
“backward skate” or “time for races.” The crowd moved off the floor, many becoming 
onlookers for the few who were able to meet the requirements for those special skates. 
As the music faded, the announcer came on and called out, “All skate. Everyone 
skate!” The masses grew once again, with skaters of all abilities rubbing elbows (and 
sometimes even wheels) with one another.  

 

I thought of each of you. You are the “All Skate” people from your congregation. You 
have already developed tools to keep people worshipping and learning together in 
your congregation, and you are seeking even more ways to keep that congregational 
rink open for worshippers of all abilities.  

 

In preparing for this time together, those of us at All Belong have been reminded often 
of the words in I Thessalonians 1:2-3: 

 

 “We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We 

remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted 

by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

 



 

 

May each of you on this “All Skate” Circle of Congregations team be encouraged in the 
calling God has placed on your life. And as you look back on our three days together, 
may this be a time you recall with great joy and one that provided a source of fuel for 
the path forward.  

  

Thankful for the support for this project from Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, 
and I am thanking God for each of you, 

 

Barbara J. Newman 
Director of Church Services with All Belong Center for Inclusive Education 
 

 

 


